
Overview
• Investors increasingly seek to align their investment portfolios 

with their personal philosophies.

• The issues of sustainability, environmental responsibility, 
corporate good citizenship and governance are important to 
many investors.

• Today over $12 trillion is professionally managed using values-
based criteria.

Not all values-based investment products are necessarily 
good ones. Some may not perform according to an investor’s 
expectations, may charge a very high fee, or may not have 
sufficient diversification. Investors increasingly want their 
investment portfolios to be aligned with their personal 
philosophies. 

Savant’s Approach
• Savant’s goal is to maintain an ideal balance of investment and 

values-based objectives:

INVESTMENT OBJECTIVE: Maximize investment 
returns while avoiding undue volatility and risk. 

VALUES-BASED OBJECTIVE: Utilize investment 
holdings that are selected with sustainability criteria in 
mind.

• Savant conducts ongoing extensive research on the 
sustainability investment products available in the industry.

• Savant’s strategy incorporates broad sustainability criteria as 
described in the next section.

• The end result is a sustainable portfolio with characteristics 
similar to the standard Savant model portfolios:

› Strategy focused on asset allocation
› Broad diversification
› Low cost
› Tax-efficient

Sustainability Criteria
• Several funds utilized are actively evaluated by the fund 

managers to account for sustainability criteria.

• In order to get the right asset mix, it is necessary to use a few 
funds that don’t incorporate sustainability analysis into their 
process because of a lack of options in certain asset classes. 
Savant analyzes the underlying holdings of these funds to 
keep abreast of areas that might be of concern and see if any 
action is warranted.

The sustainability strategy evaluates a company’s 
attributes on the following topics:

Criteria Screen
Sustainability Issues & Environment 

Community & Society 

Product Safety & Supply Chain 

Customers & Employees 

Governance & Ethics 

Risk and Return
• The sustainability strategy is constructed with the same asset 

class exposures as those in standard portfolios managed by 
Savant.

• The specific investments that incorporate sustainability 
criteria are managed by long standing, highly-regarded fund 
companies including TIAA-CREF, Calvert, iShares, and 
Dimensional Fund Advisors (DFA).

• With similar asset classes, allocations, and investment 
managers, we expect the sustainability portfolios to perform 
similarly to the standard Savant portfolios over the long run.

• The average fund expenses for the sustainability strategy are 
slightly higher than standard model funds, but overall very 
similar to those of our regular portfolios.

SUSTAINABILITY INVESTING

Source: US SIF Foundation’s “2018 Report on Sustainable and Responsible Investing Trends in the United States”. Socially-screened investment products may charge 
higher fees and have less diversification than other funds available. Savant Wealth Management (“Savant”) is an SEC registered investment adviser headquartered in 
Rockford, Illinois. Past performance may not be indicative of future results. Different types of investments involve varying degrees of risk. Therefore, it should not be 
assumed that future performance of any specific investment or investment strategy, including the investments and/or investment strategies recommended and/or 
undertaken by Savant, or any non-investment related services, will be profitable, equal any historical performance levels, be suitable for your portfolio or individual situation, 
or prove successful.
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